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the situation so dreaded by Strasser would confront the party—
the prospect of loss in a general election; in other words,, repudia-
tion by the country. Full of anxiety, Strasser redoubled his en-
treaties to Hitler to restrain Goering, to Schleicher to get Papen
to propose a compromise Hitler could accept. He even infected
the general with his fears. Schleicher had already become disturbed
at Papen's complacency at the fiasco of August 13 and in his
attempt to bring pressure to bear on the chancellor., who com-
bined to an abnormal extent a positively eel-like accommodating-
ness with a pig-like obstinacy, and so vehemently that Papen
resented it and permitted the beginning of a rift that was to be
decisive of events. The chancellor had succeeded in capturing the
rugged heart of the President., who regarded him with something
almost like affection and, sure of unflinching support, was minded
to defy the lightning. He had his own sources of information
and felt that he need not fear the consequences of sticking, not
to the presidial system, but to the Papen system.
He saw with complete indifference Gocring and his colleagues
arrive at the presidential palace on September 9. Gocring was not
by nature an intriguer though, like many other simple souls,, he
believed himself an adept in intrigue and he had never taken the
ordinary precaution of ensuring that the deputation he led would
all say the same thing. The result was a scene of sheer farcicality.
Received into the presence, Goering declared that the deputation
had come because of the rumour, apparently well-founded, that
the chancellor had decided to dissolve parliament because from it
no majority could be obtained on which a cabinet could rest and
with which it could govern. He desired humbly to point out that
that was quite untrue. There was such a majority, and it was
prepared to support a government formed from it. The President^
he was certain, would take the constitutional course and entrust
to such a coalition the government of the country. To his horrified
amazement the word was immediately taken up by the Nationalist
deputy-speaker—none other than the minister rejected so long
ago as 1927 as a Fascist and now taking his revenge on the
Centrists who had kept him from office—who said bluntly that
the Speaker of the House was deceiving the President, that no

